


add to the service, but Gene brings even more than that to the table. His identity as a
Southerner makes his a unique perspective among our offerings. His talent and his
message truly enhance the NEA service.”

Lyons graduated from Rutgers University in 1965, and earned a Ph.D. in English from
the University of Virginia in 1969. He taught at the Universities of Massachusetts,
Arkansas and Texas before becoming a full-time writer in 1976. A native of New
Jersey, Lyons has lived in Little Rock with his wife Diane, an Arkansas native and an
administrative vice president at Arkansas Children’s Hospital, since 1972. They have
two sons, both students at the University of Arkansas. An outdoorsman at heart, Lyons
enjoys horseback riding, raising beagle hunting dogs, fishing and canoeing.
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